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As Salaam u Alaikum
It is no secret that times are difficult. The truth is, we have very little control over the current
state of affairs.The only real control we have is the way we handle the situation in our
individual lives. No matter how optimistic we try to be, sometimes the negativity seeps in
and we simply cannot escape it.
The trials and tribulations in our lives may be challenging, but they craft the fabric of who we
are. We are constantly being tested by Allah Almighty. Yes, we would prefer if life were
easy and stress-free all of the time, but the difficult times are the times during which our
character is truly developed and built upon. Dealing with sickness is a strong example of how
positive thinking can help us heal. It may not be a cure-all, but it can certainly make things a
little bit easier, if we only try. The only thing that we can continue to count on in life is our
own ability to keep a positive outlook no matter how dark the road ahead may look.
On a concluding note: we Muslims are truly unique. The survival spirit is strong, and we
should be intent on keeping it that way no matter how difficult things get.
To our Principal, my colleagues and learners. You are all very special people! Enjoy the well
deserved break.
Editor Ms Fazela Amod

From the Principal's Desk...
As Salaam u Alaikum Parents
Time seems to have raced by! We are almost at the end of what has been a busy but
successful year for our small but rapidly growing school. In my work, I have often been
asked to teach people how to set and achieve goals. When I ask teachers “ Why is it so
important that you realise your goals?” they often answer...”because getting the things I want
will make me happy.” While there is an element of truth in this answer – getting the things
we want often does bring a measure of joy into our lives- it somehow misses the mark! The
real value of setting and achieving goals lies not in the rewards we receive but in the people
we become as a result of reaching our goals. This simple distinction helps us to enjoy the
path of life while, at the same time, staying focused on meeting personal and professional
objectives. When we achieve a goal, whether that goal was to be a wiser leader , a better
teacher or to become a better parent, we will have grown as a person in the process. By
thinking about goals in this way, we learn to instil self-discipline, discover new things about

our abilities and we manifest more of our human potential in all that we do. Most of us know
what we need to do in order to live happier, healthier more fulfilling lives. The real problem
is that, we don’t do what we know. I have heard many motivational speakers say
“Knowledge is power.” Knowledge is not power. Knowledge on its own is only potential
power. It transforms itself into actual power when we decisively act on it!

Our goals for 2014 include:

To improve the quality of teaching and learning
To introduce an extensive Extra Mural Programme
To develop leadership amongst staff and learners
To Improved home-school relationships
I would like to thank the Board of Managers for affording me the opportunity to serve the
APAX community. I look forward to a productive year at APAX in 2014!
Ms Nadia Motara
APAX WEBSITE
We encourage you to visit our website regularly. The website is full of useful information
about the school. Term planners, past newsletters and information for the 2014 academic year
is also available. Scan the code below for easy access from your smart phone or tablet.

THANK YOU

Parent Teachers Association

On behalf of the Board of Managers and the staff, we would like to thank the outgoing PTA
for their continued support throughout the year. The following parents have served APAX
tirelessly throughout their term of office. We thank you sincerely and hope that you will
continue to play a role in the growth and development of our school:
Naeem Akoojee
Khalid Vawda
Abed Adam
Bilal Sader
Hanif Khan
Fareda Areff
Tasneem Sayanvala
Hoosein Unice
Fathiel Bulbulia
Fatima Randeree
Saadiqa Karim
Shiraz Choonara
Elections for Class Reps (new PTA) will take place at Meet and Greet early next year, Insha
Allah.

We encourage parents to...

Special thanks also go out to:
Mrs Safiya Bobat who has ensured the smooth running of our tuck shops
Mr Shoyeb Manjra who assisted us in setting up our assessment documentation in the
Intersen Phase.
Mr Boda for his kind donation of books for our library
PINK HIJAB DAY
On 30th November all our learners supported Pink Hijab Day . Throughout the week talks
were held to create awareness about cancer. A total amount of R1500.00 was raised and
donated to CANSA. Shukran to all our parents and learners for their generous efforts.

BOOK PACKS

These will be handed out together with reports on 5th December. Please ensure that books
are covered and ready for use on the first day of school.

UNIFORMS

Our school uniform is our pride! We urge parents to ensure that learners are correctly attired
at all times. Please purchase the correct uniform items.
Our Uniform requirements for boys and girls as per the Code of Conduct
DRESS AND APPEARANCE: Learners are expected to abide by the compulsory dress
regulations determined by the school. Learners are expected to adhere to the standard of
general appearance, neatness and personal hygiene.
GIRLS:
Summer: The Uniform, burqah, grey/black socks, black school shoes and blazer must be
worn.
Winter: The school scarf, school jersey, black beanie, black gloves and only black
undershirts must be worn.
BOYS:
Hair is to be kept short and neat without gel or hair dye.
Summer: This consists of the grey pants, school golf T-shirt, school topi, grey/black socks,
black school shoes and blazer.

black school shoes and blazer.
Winter: A white long sleeve shirt, school scarf, school jersey , black gloves and only black
undershirts must be worn.
SPORTS:
For sports or PE days, the school track suit, school golf T-shirt and ONLY BLACK takkies
must be worn.
Jewellery and accessories: A watch may be worn. Boys and Girls are not allowed any rings,
neck
chains or wristbands. Boys may not wear earrings.

IN THE CLASSROOM.....
Grade 6 learners demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of food groups and healthy
eating in an exciting and creative way. Meet our budding chefs....

CONDOLENCES
Our sincere condolences go to:
Zaakira and Luqman Barmania who lost their maternal granny,
Muallimah Aysha Haffejee on the loss of her cousin,
Muallimah Zakkiyya on the loss of her paternal aunt and
Hamza, Huzaifah and Abdullah Khota on the loss of their paternal grandfather.
Narrated Abdullah ibn Amr: Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said, “The gift to a believer is death,”
Bayhaqi transmitted it in Shu’ab al-Iman. Al-Tirmidhi – Hadith 1609

ANNUAL PARENTS MEETING
We had an excellent turnout at our Annual Parents Meeting. The evening began with a heartrendering talk by Mr Yunus Bismillah. Reports were then presented by the Board of
Managers, PTA and Principal.

GRADE ONE ORIENTATION
Our new grade one learners of 2014 were warmly welcomed to APAX on the 23rd October
2013. The learners were well occupied and entertained by a puppet show, while their parents
were informed by Mrs Aysha Haffejee of various aspects relating to their children’s
education at our institution. Our new parents were also offered the opportunity to mingle with
other parents and get acquainted with their child’s class teacher after the presentation over
some light refreshments. May Allah enable us to have a long and beneficial relationship
between all members of the APAX community.

FOUNDATION PHASE EXCURSION

On the 5th of November the foundation phase learners went on excursion to the A-maizing
Mazes in Honeydew. Children were challenged to search for clues to find 5 secret gardens.
Teams of four were seen darting around the tall bamboo maze. Exciting screams were heard
as learners found each secret garden which included a fire garden, water garden. air garden,
earth garden, and light garden. This is a wonderful place, with beautiful big trees where
learners enjoyed their lunch and free ice-cream after the A-maizing maze. The Honeydew
team ensured learners were entertained till the last by including other activities such as rock
climbing, a rope maze and various other mind games .This was a fun filled day which was
enjoyed by both learners and educators.

GREEN DEEN

We were privileged to host the Muslim Students Association on 15th October. They
introduced our learners to their GREEN DEEN campaign. A detailed presentation
was given to the learners on conservation and preservation of our natural resources.

TANGRAM

The tangram is a dissection puzzle consisting of seven flat shapes, called tans, which are put
together to form shapes. The objective of the puzzle is to form a specific shape (given only
an outline or silhouette) using all seven pieces, which may not overlap. The puzzle aids in the
development of spatial and geometric thinking. On the 19th November 2013 our Foundation
Phase learners all participated in a tangram championship which was won by Muhammed
Daanyaal Haatia in Grade1b. Our hope is for all our learners to develop an interest in the
tangram and thereby reap the benefits that this incredible learning tool has to offer.

CHARITY
This term our Charity Club supported the Gift of the Givers with their drive in
collecting stationery for Syrian children. We would like to thank our learners and

collecting stationery for Syrian children. We would like to thank our learners and
parents for their generous support in making this initiative a success.

QURAAN KHATAM

1st November 2013 was a red letter day at APAX , through the grace of Allah we
hosted our first Khatam al Quraan Jalsa at Auckland Park Masjid. The occasion was
graced by parents of the grade 7 and 8 learners as well as all our learners. Our
sincere thanks and appreciation to our Islamiat Educators for their efforts in making
this momentous occasion possible. Shukran to Moulana Saloo (Imam of Mayfair
Jumuah Masjid) for delivering an inspirational speech.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP DAY
Our Grade 3 learners prepared an excellent variety and display of stalls for the Apax Annual
Entrepreneurship day which recreated the foundation phase garden into a mini market place.
Learners and educators had a variety of merchandise to choose from. Some of these included
home-made doughnuts, colourful candy, magical toys and Apax badges and bracelets! Each
Grade 3 learner had decorated their stall in an attractive and inviting manner and were well
organised when it came to the selling of their goods. This together with their shouts of
persuasion created an identical market place atmosphere right here at our school. Well done
Grade 3’s!

We bid farewell to Mrs Amina Dollie and wish her well in her future endeavours. Our
duas will always be with you!
We also say farewell to those learners who are leaving APAX. We wish them all the
best and may Allah guide them and make them successfull in this world and the nextAmeen.

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
Our learners from Grade 1-8 wrote a general knowledge test on 18th
October. Results revealed that our learners do not spend enough time
reading the newspapers or watching programmes that enhance their
understanding of the world around them. We would like to encourage
parents to talk about daily news events and how they impact on the world.

parents to talk about daily news events and how they impact on the world.
Congratulations to:
Grade
1a/1b
Grade
2a/2b
Grade
3a/3b
Grade
4a/4b
Grade
5a/5b
Grade
6a/6b
Grade 7
Grade 8

Yusuf Ravat/Muhammed D Hattia
Mahdiya Patel/ Amirah Vawda
Yaseen Motara/Uzair Mohammed Patel
Zaid Dollie/Halimah Williams
Ahmed Akoojee/Muaaz Amod
Aneesa Randeree/Talha Bapoo
Faheem Ayob
Abdullah Dollie

MENTAL MATHS

On Friday 1st November learners wrote the AMESA Mental Maths
Challenge.
Congratulations to:
Grade 1a/1b
Grade 2a/2b
Grade 3a/3b
Grade 4a/4b
Grade 5a/5b
Grade 6a/6b
Grade 7
Grade 8

Yusuf Ravat/Uthmaan Sadek
Luqman Barmani/Yazeed Ebrahim
Yaseen Motara/Zaid M Areff
Hamzah Ravat/ Shazaad Goolam
Faatimah Areff/Ameerah Soofie
Yusuf Coovadia/Lubna Dildar
Zaakira Barmania
Yasmeen Kola

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
Congratulations to the following learners who achieved Gold Certificates, Well Done!:
Ameera Badat-Grade4
Nafia Amod-Grade 7
Eesa Sader-Grade 8

ACADEMIC SCROLLS
Learners who received academic scrolls are required to sew the scroll directly below the
badge pocket on the school blazer.

OUR 3rd ANNUAL AWARDS
Our 3rd Annual Awards Evening was held on Wed 27 November 2013. We realise
that the chosen venue posed some logistical challenges. We apologise for any
inconvenience caused.
This year we presented awards not only for academic excellence but also for Akhlaaq
and Good Fellowship. This is to encourage the holistic development of our learners.
For the first time we awarded academic colours. These represents just reward for
consistency. Our achievers will undoubtedly wear their scrolls with pride and we trust
that this will serve as motivation for all other learners to strive to achieve their scrolls.
We believe that at this early stage of development, our learners will need to be
instilled with the skills to identify their place in society, to take this place and to excel
as leaders in all their endeavours. It is further our intention that our learners display
confidence in themselves, their beliefs and their Islam, in order to please their
Creator, their parents and serve their communities.

Creator, their parents and serve their communities.
The challenge we face is that we need to strive to teach about Islam but most
importantly we need to teach about BEING MUSLIM. We believe that by electing
learners to our leadership group we have laid the foundation to achieve this. We
request that you make Dua for the success of this initiative.

APAX SCHOOL DIARIES 2014
Each learner will be issued with a 2014 APAX School Diary (at no cost to the learner). Our
Sincere thanks and appreciation goes to the following sponsors:

Africa Cash N Carry
BP Enterprises Mayfair
ZNS Wholesalers
Pizza News
Gauteng Coaches/ Stabus
Anees Wholesalers
Osbro Cash & Carry
Broadway Sweets
SCHOOL FEES
Our 2014 School Fee structure has been included with your child's report, you may also view
this on our website. Please note that we will no longer accept cash payments at our premises.
Payments are to be made electronically or deposited into our bank account. Please use your
child's name and grade as a reference. A friendly reminder that school fees are to be paid in
advance by the 7th of each month.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

We Wish our learners and parents a happy Holiday. May Allah keep you all safe, Ameen!

Wasalaam

School re-opens on Wednesday, 15 January 2013.
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