NEWSLETTER-ISSUE 2-2014
March 2014/Jumad-Al-Ula 1435
As Salaam u Alaikum
Literacy Tip: Getting Your Child to Love Reading
Children who read for pleasure become lifelong readers. Helping your children to enjoy
reading is one of the most important things you can do as a parent and well worth the
investment of your time and energy. Kids will learn reading skills in school, but often they
come to associate reading with work, not pleasure. As a result, they lose their desire to read.
And it is that desire – the curiosity and interest – that is the cornerstone to using reading and
related skills successfully.
Read aloud
By far the most effective way to encourage your children to love books and reading is to read
aloud to them. Make this time together a special time when you hold your kids and share the
pleasure of a story without the distractions of TV or telephones. You may be surprised to find
that a well-written children's book is often as big a delight to you as it is to the kids.
And don't stop taking the time to read aloud once your children have learned to read for
themselves. At this stage, encourage them to read to you some of the time. This shared
enjoyment will continue to strengthen your children's interest and appreciation.
Keep books around your home!
(Excerpted from: Perkinson, K. Helping Your Child Use the Library).
Editor Mrs F Amod
From The Principal's Desk...
2014 has really gotten off to a busy, but exciting start!
A warm welcome to Mr Naicker who has replaced Mrs Manjra . Sadly, we say goodbye to
Zainab Gharib, our school administrator on campus 2. Zainab will be emmigrating to Qatar.
May Allah always guide and protect her…we thank her for the dedicated service she has
given APAX! Muallima Kausar will be on maternity leave, we pray that Allah make it easy
for her-Ameen. We also warmly welcome Muallim Zardad back to school!
Several staff development sessions were held…our Heads of Department have been
presenting a number of in-house workshops during phase meetings. Mrs Anisa Essa,
audiologist, presented an excellent workshop to the staff on hearing problems in children.
The staff particularly appreciated the many practical suggestions Anisa shared with regards to
developing good listening skills. Mr Timol attended a SAP computer workshop in
Woodmead. Muallim Akhtar, Mr Timol and I were very fortunate to attend a workshop
presented by Dr John Demartini entitled “Teaching Today, for Tomorrow’s Child”. This is a
series of ten workshops which will be held throughout the year!
Our assembly talks have focussed on the values of responsibility and love. We are very
proud of our learners weekly contributions to assemblies as well as the effort that they are
making towards instilling these values in their daily lives. Every day, I see our learners
becoming more and more independent and proud of their school – this humbles me greatly!
My School Management Team – Mr Ebrahim, Muallima Radiyya, Muallima Zainab (act),
Muallima Aysha and Muallim Zardad, work very hard to ensure that their departments run

smoothly. The countless hours that they put in is much appreciated!
I would like to thank all parents…your support and encouragement do not go unnoticed! This
is a daily reminder that…if we are to be successful at APAX, we need to continue to see
education as a partnership between the home and the school.
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL HOLIDAY DATES:
School closes for end of term break: 28th March and re opens 7th April 2014
School closes 25th April and re-opens on 5th May 2014 - GDE official school
closure
Wednesday 7th May - General Election
June holidays – school closes 4th July and re-opens on 4th August 2014.
We will be closing a week later in the mid-term to accomodate the last week of Ramadhan.
However, we will be required to make up for the two lost days. These two days will be made
up at the end of the year. Instead of school closing on 10 December 2014 we will close on
the
12 December 2014. I appeal to parents to arrange holidays and Umrah
trips within the school holidays.
HIFZ LEARNERS
There will be no Hifz classes during the first term break ie 28/3/2014 to 7/04/2014.
However, there will be compulsory hifz classes during the second term break ie from
the 7 July to 19 July. The additional week is to compensate for the lost time during the
first term holidays.
Principal
Ms Nadia Motara
SCHOOL FEES
Parents who have not as yet paid January and February fees please do so urgently. March
fees are now DUE. Shukran to all those parents who have already made their payments.
Please also note that we will no longer be issuing receipts for payments made electronically.
Fees are to be paid in ADVANCE by the 7th of each month. We apologise for the delay in
issuing fee statements as we have purchased a new accounting system which will be
implemented shortly. Your patience is highly appreciated.
SHUKRAN

A sincere thank you to
Mr and Mrs Kazi for their assistance with the Leadership Camp.
Mr and Mrs Omer for their kind gesture of carpeting our male staff room
CONDOLENCES
Our condolences go out to:
The Laher family for the loss of their dear mother and grandmother, Fatima Laher
Talha and Aalia Essop for the loss of their grandfather.
The Sader family for the loss of their great grandmother.
May Allah grant the deceased Jannatul Firdaus!Ameen
MEET AND GREET
Our Annual Meet and Greet took place on the 21st and 22nd January. We would like to thank
all the parents for attending. This kind of involvement in your childs’ education is a
reflection of your commitment as a parent to guide and support your children on their journey
through school.
MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PTA
As Salaamu Alaikum,
The only constant in LIFE is change. This truism is particularly well suited to the APAX
PTA, especially as we transition from the PTA of 2013 to the PTA of 2014.
The school established a new PTA structure this year that required parents from each class to
volunteer two representatives to the PTA.
The PTA class representatives met at a meeting on Saturday 8 February 2014 and elected a

The PTA class representatives met at a meeting on Saturday 8 February 2014 and elected a
five executive members:
Chairperson Ebrahim Patelia
Deputy Chairperson Moaaz Areff
Secretary Humairaa Kazi
Assistant Secretary Farzeen Bhana
Treasurer Jihaan Malick
The PTA of 2014 would like to express their sincere appreciation for the dedication, hard
work and wisdom imparted to us by the outgoing PTA. Going forward, it is our intention to
build on the foundation they have laid.
We have identified three objectives for our term;
1. To enhance the PTA’s communication and relationship with the parents of the school, in
addition to that with the school management and board.
2. To establish certain and compliant structures, processes within the PTA.
3. To assist the school achieve its objectives through harnessing the support and skills of the
parent body.
We will have an opportunity in the coming weeks to flesh out the details of how we intend to
achieve these objectives. For this we need your voice and encourage you to participate in
what is essentially a structure representative of you, the parents of APAX..
We have undergone an unforgiving initiation…our first task was to assist the school with the
organisation and fundraising of the sports day. Alhumdullilah , it was a huge success! We
would like to thank all parents and friends of APAX for supporting our tuck shop and food
stalls so well and we look forward to seeing you at all future events.
Ebrahim Patelia
For the PTA EXCO
EXTRA MURALS
Our extra mural programme has gotten off to a good start! The school is abuzz with activity
all week and the number of learners participating in our programme is very pleasing indeed.
A sincere thank you to all the staff for their dedication and committent towards making this
work.
This term we are supporting the Children of Fire home in Auckland Park. Our learners and
teachers visited the home and spent quality time reading, assisting with school work and
playing with the children. They returned to school, deeply humbled and grateful for all that
they have.

OUR ECO CLUB

Our eco clubbers have been very busy in the last three weeks. They lived up to their motto
of “Reduce, Recycle, Reuse” when they spent the afternoon making recycled paper. The
results were very creative

OUR SPEECH AND DRAMA CLUB
Muallim Akhtar and Muallima Katuschka have our speech and drama squad involved in a
number of exciting activities. We hope to enter them into a number of different Eisteddfords
later in the year.
MANNERS FOR MINORS
Our weekly Manners for Minors programme is proving to be quite popular amongst both our
learners and teachers. The experiential nature of the programme has resulted in a marked
change in the behaviour and level of responsibility amongst our little ones. A note is sent
home weekly giving parents positive tips that can be practiced at home to further reinforce
these lessons.

STUDY SKILLS
Our Grade 5-9 learners completed an extensive Study Skills programme. The Learn Alert
programme exposed learners to a variety of methods, tools and techniques that they can use
to study effectively. Sharon Wartenweiler presented an excellent workshop on 17th February
to parents at the Nana Memorial Hall. She will be back later this year to revise the skills and
assist our learners with study prep.

SKIP –A- THON
On Saturday, 1st February our learners and parents flocked to the Grosvenor Tennis Courts to
participate in a skip a thon organised by the Centre for Tennis Development. The aim of the
progamme was to promote health and fitness. Thank you to all the learners and parents who
participated …APAX was the only school that was well represented and the spirit with which
we participated certainly added to the vibrant atmosphere.

GRANDPARENTS DAY
Grandparents play a pivotal role in the development and health of young children. As
traditional figures in the life of children, they typically viewed as the solid and dedicated

caregivers in the family unit. On 6th February our Foundation Phase learners paid tribute to
our grandparents in a heart-warming programme. The morning consisted of beautiful
presentations by our learners and each grandparent was given a gift made with a lot of love.
The festive atmosphere continued as grandparents shared a cup of tea with each other. We
would like to thank all our grandparents for honouring our invitation. It will definitely be
part of our APAX annual calendar.

MEET OUR STARS OF THE MONTH….
YASEEN MOTARA
Yaseen is in grade 4 and is the youngest player in the Gauteng Central Tennis Team. He also
holds the record of 945 skips in one go at the Centre for Tennis Development.

HAMMAAD AKOOJEE
Our star cyclist…Hamaad came second in his age group in the Dischem 62km Ride for Sight
Challenge on 16th February. Hammaad also participated inthe Cape Argus cycle challenge
last weekend and finished 8th in his age group. Well Done Hammaad!

OUR HEAD LEADERS….
Name: Eesa Sader
Grade: 9
Favourite Food: Mom’s steak and chips
Favourite Subject: Natural Sciences
Hobbies: Soccer, growing bonsais, baking
In 10 yrs time: playing soccer for the best soccer team in the world
High on my Bucket List: Watching a game from the Kop End
at Anfield
What no one knows about me: I love babysitting my cute little
sister

Name: Naafia Amod
Grade: 8
Favourite Food: Margarita Pizza
Favourite Subject:
English
Hobbies: Reading, writing, drawing
In 10 yrs time: I would be studying at Columbia University in NYC
High on my Bucket List: To visit the Colosseum in Rome & To publish my
own novel
What no one knows about me: I am a “Grammar Nazi

TRAFFIC CONTROL
The traffic on Richmond Avenue has become increasingly busy with both buses and taxi’s
opting to use it instead of Kinsway Avenue. We appeal to parents to co-operate with staff
especially during drop off and picking up times. We would like to thank those parents who
are using the service lane behind the mosque…this helps to alleviate congestion on Richmond
Avenue.
LOST PROPERTY
We appeal to all parents to ensure that all items of clothing are labelled. We have a box full
of new unclaimed tracksuit jackets and lunch boxes. If your child has lost an item of
clothing, please claim it from the lost and found on Campus 2.
LEADERSHIP CAMP
Our leaders were very privileged to attend a two day Leadership Camp at Spirit of Adventure
in Magaliesburg.
The weekend focused on The Role of a Leader in a Team. Activities were aimed at
developing areas of leadership, team work and personal growth. Learners were taught how to
out-perform their own paradigms in leading others and being led. They were taken out of
their comfortable environments and were faced with a variety of team and leadership
activities.
Our learners and teachers gained invaluable insight and practical experience that can be
applied anywhere. Our learners’ need to be commended on their outstanding participation
and excellent behaviour and we look forward to them sharing their knowledge and skills with
their peers…

VISIT TO BEAULIEU
Our learners were invited to address the assembly at Beaulieu Prep on 7th February. Our
learners prepared an informative talk on Islam. Congratulations to Nafia Amod, Eesa Sader,
Muaaz Amod, Ahlaam Motara, Aliyah Ebrahim and Fatima Bibi Khan – you have all done

APAX proud!

CAKE AND CANDY
Our Grade 4’s had a very successful cake and candy on 19th February. They raised a total of
R2 900 which will be used to purchase a mobile PA System. Thank you to all the Grade 4
parents! Valuable skills are learnt during activities like this:Learners get the opportunity to
work with others in a group
They learn responsibility – setting up/cleaning up
They learn to work with money – calculations/change

EFFORT BY HIFZ BOYS…
Over three Saturdays during the month of February our Hifz learners completed the recitation
of one juz per week in Nafl Salah. The objective of this excercise was to give them
experience in reciting the Quran in Salah and to build their confidence.
PARENTS VISITING THE SCHOOL
When visiting the school, parents must report to the administrators office first. No parent
may go directly to a class or confront learners. Appointments must be made beforehand with
teachers.
OUR FOUNDATION PHASE LEARNERS VISIT SCI BONO
Our Foundation Phase learners participated in the Sci Bono Discovery Centre’s Enquiring
Minds Programme on 24th February. Learners were involved in stimulating and enjoyable
activities themed around Space, Life Cycles, Water and Insect Life. This programme was
directly linked to the study area “Beginning Knowledge and Personal and Social Well-Being”
of the Life Skills curriculum.

ANNUAL INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS
Our Annual Inter-House Athletics was held at Hoerskool Voorentoe on 1st March. We would
like to thank our PTA for their invaluable contribution towards making the day a success.
Special thanks to all parents for attending and for supporting our learners – the happy,
friendly family atmosphere throughout the day added to the success of the event.

The highlight was undoubtably the races held by our SPECIAL guests of the day IHSAN
special needs madressa. Our APAX learners and parents enthusiastically encouraged their
special guests with rapturous applause and resounding cheer.
Our sincere appreciation also to Mr E Dadoo, Yunus Bismillah and Cassim Amod for
volunteering to be of assistance.
Shukran to the following sponsors
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

Forsmay - 200 wors and for discounting the meat for our sports day
Shakirah Ebrahim – use of her truck.
Hanover Bakery for the rolls
Extortion Design & Print for printing all our coupons
Moosas Sales Room and Docrats Textiles for donating the fabric for our
tablecloths
Hassen Motara – donation of burger boxes and wors boxes
20 cases of water from Twistville Investments
ER24
Riaz Embroidery for sponsoring our Educators Golf Shirts
Cell C trade Route mall for the use of their Gazebos
ABI-Coke -Gazebos and coke coolers

Please click here to view our Sports Day Album on Facebook

WELL DONE AMIRAH
Amirah Vawda grade 3, is an avid reader of books by kids author Jacqueline Wilson. Having
read all her books, Amirah was overjoyed that the latest book "Paws and Whiskers" was due
for release in February. Being a regular visitor to the Jaqueline Wilson website, Amirah
discovered that there was a "Paws and Whiskers" competition where the winner gets a free
Kindle Fire as well as an autographed copy of the new book. She had to put together a poem
about her pets, record a short video and upload it to the Jacqueline Wilson channel on
YouTube. Receiving the most "likes" would determine the winner. And with Allah's Help and
lots of views of from friends and family (including the APAX family) Amirah received 72
Likes and over 800 views and was duly voted the winner! Jazakallaah Khair to everyone who
took the time to view and "Like" the clip!

SIBLING APPLICATIONS GRADE 1
Please note that sibling applications for 2015 are now closed. Sibling applications for 2016
are now OPEN. Kindly submit by FRIDAY
4 July 2014.
“Fear Allah and treat your children [small or grown] fairly (with equal justice).”
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim)
Wasalaam
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