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AssalaamUAlaikum
Almighty Allah has made the Hajj a springtime in which the ever-green tree of the Ummah sends forth new blossoms and the universal fraternity of
Islam re-asserts itself. The Hajj is like a fair or exhibition of Muslims in which a display of their Imaan and glory is made, their energies are pooled
together and the name of the Ummah shines throughout the world.
“Remember We made the Ka’aba a place of assembly and a place of safety for mankind; and take ye the Station of Ebrahim as a place of prayer.”
Verse 125 Surah Al Baqara
To those who are fortunate to be the special guests of Allah we say: "Haj Maqbool and Haj Mabroor"
Mrs Fazela Amod
Editor
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
As Salaam u Alaikum Parents
We have reached the end of a short but very busy term!
The commitment of the teaching staff, individually and collectively, to providing good standards in the classroom and beyond, is illustrated by the
many and varied achievements at APAX throughout the term. Indeed, the teamwork of the teaching staff, administrative staff and a committed support
staff with the leadership and guidance of a visionary Board and a supportive PTA has lifted APAX to a new and exciting place in its history.

Our value for the month of October is HUMILITY.

The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said: "God has revealed to me that you must be humble, so that no one
oppresses another and boasts over another." - Sunan of Abu-Dawood, Hadith 2294
We live in a culture where pride is celebrated and arrogance is almost a prerequisite to be taken seriously in business, politics and sports.
Humility is a close associate of gratitude, and it’s an attribute that simply oozes class. Here are 10 ways to teach humility to your kids and (maybe)
ramp it up a bit in your own life….
1. Modelling. Never underestimate the power of teaching through example. Humility must be consistently modelled as a lifestyle, not an on-again, offagain example.
2. Build them up. This may sound counterintuitive, but it’s important to understand that humility always comes from a position of belief, strength and
self-assurance.
3. Encourage and help them to be the very best they can be—no matter what they do. Humility works best when your child has actually
achieved something. Help your child achieve with confidence.
4. Make sure they understand where their real value comes from. It’s easier to sidestep pride or arrogance when children understand they are
valued simply because they are your child, not because they win the race, have a prettier mom (and a smarter dad!), earn a higher income or score the
most points.
5. Never humiliate your kids. Humility cannot be imposed. It’s important not to confuse humiliation, bullying and beating down with an education in
humility.
6. Expose your child to the great teachers and their stories. Prophet Muhammed SAW, Nelson Mandela, Mother Teresa are a few examples
7. Teach them to serve!
Serve the homeless.
Serve the poor.
Serve their family.
Serve one another.
8. Coach them on how to respond. Kids need to be taught to say “Please” and “Thank you” as much as they need to be taught to brush their teeth
and to stay out of the street. So why expect them to know humility without guidance? Here’s an example: “Look, Fatima., that’s a great job you did on
your science project. You deserved to win the prize. Now, this is how you handle it in class tomorrow ... let’s practice saying:
‘Thanks!’
‘I like the way my friend, Aaliya, did her project, too.’
‘I don’t think I could have won without the help of my teacher.'"
9. Teach them how to apologize. The well-timed and sincere apology is a key component of humility. Sometimes they’re wrong; they need to
acknowledge that. Sometimes they over-react and it’s time to back up. Sometimes they receive unintentional consequences they need to smooth over.
10. Teach them to give thanks. A genuinely grateful heart is a key building block for humility. Gratitude, practiced and eventually owned, enhances
humility at every turn. The person saying “Thank you” affects a posture that is unassuming and modest. Try this: Every time someone offers a
compliment, simply say, “Thank you.” It’s the kind of response that eventually soaks in, grows roots and blooms humility.
I would like to wish all parents and learners a well-deserved holiday and a wonderful Eid!.

Condolences
Our heartfelt condolences go out to Fatima and Nazir Talia who lost their dear son Yusuf and to Zaheer Gattoo on the sudden loss of his wife Farzana,
(mum of Rumaisa -grade 4) . May Allah grant Yusuf and Farzana the highest stages in Jannah -Ameen.
Tribute to Yusuf Talia
We speak of heroes today so often that the word has become common place. When I say ‘hero’ you think of Nelson Mandela, Mother
Theresa, Mahatma Ghandi. But perhaps the heroes we seek are not only in these great humanitarians, but in the ordinary human
beings who strive tirelessly for their ideals. Perhaps true heroes are found right under our noses or in this case, right around the corner
from us.
The hero that I speak of today is one who truly embodies all the qualities of a hero. The hero that I speak of today is none other than the
extraordinary marhoom Yusuf Talia.
Though he was affected by Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, he overcame all the curveballs life threw him to become something we all
wish we could come close to. May Allah grant marhoom Yusuf Talia the highest stages in Jannah and reward him abundantly-Ameen
Naafia Amod-grade 9
GYMNASTICS
Mahdiya Patel (grade 3) and Rumaysa Muhammad (grade 2) have both been successful at the recent Central Gauteng Gymnastics
Championships and North Zone level 1-3 Artistic Gymnastics Championships. Mahdiya and Rumaysa have been awarded Junior
Central Gauteng Colours for Artistic Gymnastics.
We are extremely proud of their performance and accomplishment. Well Done Girls!
JOB SHADOWING
Our Grade 9’s were given the day off to complete a day of job shadowing – this was a short-term experience that allowed them the opportunity of
learning more about careers and occupations that they are interested in. We were very impressed with the kind of responses we received – our Grade
9’s need to be complimented on their level of maturity, their excellent manners as well as the quality of work submitted afterwards.
ANNUAL SPEECH CONTEST
Our learners and parents braced a bitter-cold Friday evening on 29 August 2014 at the Nana Memorial Auditorium. The adjudicators were very
impressed with the quality of public speaking at APAX. Congratulations to the following winners:
Grades

1st Position

2nd Position

3rd Position

4

Zahraa Ebrahim
Ridwaan Khan

Muhammed
Hassen
Hamzah Ravat

Umme Zahrah
Yunus
Hamzah Manjra

5
6
7

Muaaz Amod
Aneesa Randeree

Laaika Amod
Ahlaam Motara

Razeen Sader
Lubna Dildar

8

Dahya Saloojee
Mohammed Zain
Laher

Ayesha Gutta

Maryam Hassim

Aaminah Jogee

Abdullah Dollie

9

EISTEDDFORD
Muaaz Amod’s speech on the Ebola Virus earned him a Diploma Certificate at the National Eisteddford held at Fourways High School.
done Muaaz!

Well

ENVIRONMENT MONTH
Our value for the month of September was Respect for the Environment. Many activities were arranged around this theme. Our learners participated
in water purification experiments, our eco club painted colourful flower pots and beautified our gardens. The Foundation Phase learners enjoyed
painting colourful murals on the walls. Reptile City visited APAX – the focus was on habitat, feeding and reproduction. This interactive session was
thoroughly enjoyed by both our young and older learners. During National Arbor Week we planted two beautiful Lavender Trees (tree of the year
2014).

HERITAGE DAY
National Heritage or Braai Day was celebrated on 24th September. On 25th September we hosted the learners from the Children of Fire Home. After
a hearty lunch (boerewors rolls) the children were given a talk about Islam and they were then taken on a tour of the mosque. Many barriers were
broken and both APAX staff and learners felt deeply enriched after the experience. We look forward to a continued relationship with the organisation.

INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY

21st September was International Peace Day. APAX was invited to participate in Peace Day celebrations at Sacred Hearts College. Hammaad
Akoojee in Grade 8 shared the stage with politicians, representatives from NGO’s and other religious leaders. He gave a touching message of hope,
love and peace on behalf of all young Muslim learners in the country. His contribution ended with a recitation of a powerful dua.
ASSEMBLY TALK BY MOULANA BILAL VAID
Moulana Bilal Vaid addressed the assembly on both campuses on 26th September. His heart rendering experiences about his trip to Syria brought the
situation in that area alive. He thanked our learners for supporting the plight of the Syrian people and had pictures to share of young Syrian kids
wearing the beautiful loom bracelets made by APAX learners.

FUN WALK
The highlight of the term was our Annual Fun Walk. Our learners were introduced to the theme a week prior to the walk….
BE
SMART, DON’T START! We were very fortunate to have John Smith address our learners. John is a life coach who works predominantly with
recovering drug addicts. Our learners were also addressed by three very young recovering addicts. This was a very powerful experience as it
highlighted the importance of making informed choices.

Special thanks go out to our Board of Management and the PTA for their hard work and support. To all our sponsors and parents, a special thank you
to you too…
TREES ECO PARK
Grade 1b learners were awarded a day out on 2nd October for raising the highest amount in sponsorship for the fun walk. They visited Trees Eco Park,
a fun and safe environment where learners explored and enjoyed various activities. The outing was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

The Lindfield Museum.-on Richmond Avenue-neighbour to APAX
The foundation phase learners were given the opportunity to visit The Lindfield Museum. Just a short walk and we found ourselves standing in
beautifully designed Victorian rooms filled with items with great historic value. With our guide Katherine Love who owns, knows and loves every
item helped learners and educators time travel to a different era. Katherine has a vast knowledge regarding the Victorian era and was able to answer all
the questions our curious learners had asked. A great tour and informative excursion!

ONLINE UPDATES
We would like to thank the many parents who went online to update personal details and complete surveys. Our aim is to create an eco-friendly school
and hence slowly move away from circulating hard copies of documents. We appeal to parents to read emails and sms’s so that you are kept informed
and updated of happenings at school.
THANK YOU
Special thanks to Mr and Mrs Patel for donating our girls’ netball kit.
PUNCTUALITY
Not only morally but both socially and religiously, punctuality can make us successful and bring us the fruit of glory. If a person wants to earn a free
conscience, and come out proficient in his profession, timekeeping is a must. We can consequently deduce that punctuality is a key to success and has
been therefore stressed in Islam.
We once again appeal to parents to ensure that learners are at school on time. After numerous phone calls and appeals, we still have some parents
keeping learners away from school for trivial reasons. This impacts negatively on the learners progress and also puts unnecessary pressure on your
child to catch up afterwards.
HAIRCUTS
We appeal to parents to comply with the school rules regarding boys haircuts. Please refer to the code of conduct – it is unacceptable for boys to have
long, unkept hair or to have Mohawk’s or other fancy hairstyles at school.
MESSAGE FROM THE PTA….
We have had a busy year since taking on the responsibility of the PTA.
The greatest value to us has been the amazing support we received from parents, educators and management of APAX. We are determined to get
more parents involved in the activities hosted by the PTA and strengthen the relationships with educators and management.
Events hosted thus far with PTA support and funds:
Sports Day – we ran the food stalls and assisted the school in the organisation of the sports
Idrees Khamisa – organised the provision of refreshments.
Ramadaan Fund Raising Initiatives – we put together Eid hampers for our maintenance staff and also visited an orphanage in Klipspruit to donate
food, clothing and gifts
Speech Contest – we provided refreshments and assisted with chairing the event.
Meeting with the Board – we had a positive informal meeting with the chairperson of the board, Mr Yunus Gangat where we addressed many issues.
PTA will be invited to address Board meetings on PTA driven initiatives.
Fun Walk – we partnered with the school to plan, prepare and host a very successful fun walk that highlighted the importance of health, social
interaction against the backdrop of the schools drug awareness campaign. We have received favourable responses from parents, management,
educators and Board. We salute all who supported and participated in the event.
The road ahead…
Distribution of funds raised – we are working with the school to identify their needs in order to channel some funds raised through the fun walk to
purchase resources that will enhance teaching and learning. We will keep you informed of the outcome.
Annual General Meeting – we intend to host an AGM with our fellow parents in the final term
Enhancing the class representative structure – we are keen to involve more parents in the many plans we have for the future. As such we
encourage you to contact your class representative and offer your assistance. We are one family and must unite our thoughts and resources for the
greater success of our children’s education
Improving communication with all stakeholders – we have a number of tasks that need to be implemented to improve on our communication
As always, we welcome your thoughts, criticisms and compliments. All correspondence may be sent to the PTA secretary, Mrs Humeira Kazi:
humeira@absamail.co.za
3RD TERM REPORTS
End of term reports will be issued on Thursday, 2nd October. Please complete the report reply slip and return to school by Friday, 3rd .
will dismiss at 10:30am on Friday..

School

There will be no Hifz Classes during the third term school holidays, including Friday afternoon (3 Oct) and Saturday morning(4 Oct 2014). As these
holidays coincide with Eid-ul-Adha the school has decided not to conduct Hifz classes during this period. We would like to stress that learners are to
be punctual with their daily Dhor during the holidays. HIfz programme will resume from Monday 13 October 2014.

“The highest of people in status are those who do not see their status, and the greatest of them in grace are
those who do not see their grace.”
Wasalaam
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